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Savile Row meets Hong Kong

Dan Synge visits Sam’s, a tailor where a bespoke suit costs from £300

This year marks the Mo-year
anniversary of the handover
of Hong Koog to Beljing.
Yet this modern commercial
hub oo e edge of main
land Chéna somoehow retains
e feed of 2 British colenlal
ouipost. Teurist favourites
such & the Stur Ferry, the
Peak Tram and the Noos
Day Gun are indelibly
Enked 1o the British legacy.
Bat the colonial commection
i» nowhere mece evident
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David Bowse and Michael
Jackson. The shop s abum
with activity. Melwani’s son,
Roshan. ushers a tig walsted
Amerioan into a fating room
while a blapered old drigs
@er pogs In to pick up

1947, Melwanl was an
1l yearald schoolboy who,
when sot helping his father
in the shop, would catch up
o his homework ia the
yovelieriog bock office.
*Our Beithhh customers
used o %ell me that If |
wanted %0 learn the trade
peoperly, | must go %o Savile
Row. S0 1 did" Aped 18, Mel-
waal travelied to Londen

and sesved an appreatice
ship on the Row, sleeplg In
the workshep overnight
becamse o couldn’t aford %
pay for G "1 dMn't see
much of Loaden but | learmt
all about mess kits, plus
fours and hunting jackets, as
well & how Lo medure poo
plo correctly and how 10 ot
salts. ™

Sam’'s offers wallor made
suits, shirts and formal wear
ot just a fracthon of the price
of Piccadiily or Madison
Avere. It's a wooder tha
some delegation frorm Savile
Fow bt yel oot domn
1o Rowioon and confiscated
all thelr chalk, pins and tape
foeasures

A madet10-méasure (woe
phoce suit af Sars's will s
you back £300, compared
with £1.500 o¢ mece ot Payl
Sith or L0000 st Gloves &

Hawkes, Savile Row.
s, you pt 2
shonal service (s sult
picied up the day ater &
fog) and a garmeat
bears all the hallmsarks of
bespoke: perfoct 1 and
chaoice of fabric, buttons,
lapels. pocketatyle and
Vents

The sbop's Nrithh milsary
herttage s one of the key
selling polnts, and Sam's
st labeds still boar the slo-
gan "Her Muesty's Foroes
Service®, Post-handover.
however, Molwant's clients
are a ncTeesingly mmterna
thonal mix of bankers, law
yers, stockbeokers and tour
sts. “T've known some of my
chients for over 50 years. and
almost all of them have
come through weed of
mouth.” says Melwanl “1 s
fen 10 my customers
Roep prices reasceable *

Jation, have been a popular
feature of Mong Kong's street
Bfe. But with changing fud
as, soaring reats
aod compecithon from
ready made, Clines are
petting harder.

Stll, “things have
gt betler since



